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Spotlight on South Sudan

DEVELOPMENT IN IT IAT IVE





Thursday  |  September 28, 2017
The San Diego Foundation  |  Raymond Executive Board Room

Agenda
3:30pm  Welcome by Elizabeth Lou, President and CEO 
 Nile Sisters Development Initiative 

3:35pm Panel Discussion 
 Moderator  Bruce M. Abrams, Esq. 
   Chair, City of San Diego International Affairs Board
   
 Panelist 1 Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakasoro
   Chair, South Sudan National Movement for    
   Change ( SSNMC )

        Panelist 2  Dr. David S. Bassiouni
   Chair and CEO, The Bassiouni Group 

 Panelist 3 Dr. John Chuol Kuek, MFTI
   President, South Sudanese Community Council of   
   San Diego
4:45pm Closure

Goal
To increase awareness of the South Sudan refugee crisis and offer affected com-
munities and other stakeholders opportunities to relieve the fastest growing 
refugee crisis in the world. 



Bruce M. Abrams, Esq. 
Moderator 
Chair, City of San Diego International Affairs Board

Well-known and broad-based activist and philanthropist, 
Mr. Abrams has promoted positive social change and 
progressive philanthropy by modeling the behaviors 

throughout two decades of service.

Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakasoro 
Panelist 
Chair, South Sudan National Movement for Change 
( SSNMC )

Governor Bakasoro chairs the SSNMC, a political party 
formed in early 2017, as a response to the call by South 

Sudanese people for a transparent and democratic government in the Republic 
of South Sudan ( ROSS ).

From 2010 to 2015, he was the elected governor of Western Equatoria State ( WES ) 
of the ROSS. During his tenure, he undertook results-oriented diplomacy, media-
tion, and peace-building with regional and international partners to ensure the 
stability of the ROSS. During this time, he initiated an extensive and successful 
socioeconomic development program in WES, for which the United Nations 
awarded the title of  “Green State” in 2013.

Prior to his governorship, Mr. Bakasoro was an officer in the Sudan People 
Liberation Army ( SPLA )  in 1990 and promoted to the rank of colonel in 2004. 
Other professional accomplishments include serving as county commissioner for 
Tambura, South Sudan; UNICEF security office; and deputy secretary-general for 
Sudan People Liberation Movement ( SPLM ) for States Affairs.

Mr. Bakasoro holds a master’s degree in security and strategic studies from 
Nkumba University in Entebbe, Uganda.



Dr. David S. Bassiouni 
Panelist 
Chair and Chief Executive Officer, The Bassiouni Group

As the chairman and chief executive officer of The Bassiouni 
Group, Dr. Bassiouni leads the company’s mission to 
empower global institutions and communities in the 

developing world through sustainable development, strategic public / private 
partnerships and socially responsible investment.

A former senior government official / minister, diplomat, and international de-
velopment veteran, Dr. Bassiouni holds a track record that encompasses a wide 
range of experiences. He served in the United Nations ( UN ) system for more than 
26 years, primarily working with UNICEF, Department of Humanitarian Affairs 
( DHA ), Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs ( OCHA ), and United 
Nations Developmental Group Office ( UNDGO ). He has held several senior posi-
tions, including deputy director for the UNICEF Office for Emergency Programmes; 
chief of the Interagency and Response Branches in DHA / OCHA, and coordinator 
for Inter-Agency Standing Committee / Executive Committee on Humanitarian 
Affairs ( IASC / ECHA ). Dr. Bassiouni marked an important milestone in UN history 
by becoming the first-ever humanitarian coordinator and the only coordinator 
directly appointed by the secretary-general and the Security Council. 

Dr. Bassiouni is a graduate of the Veterinary Medicine School at Khartoum University, 
Sudan. He holds a master’s degree in public administration from Harvard University John 
F. Kennedy School of Government and a Parvin Fellowship from Princeton University.

Dr. John Chuol Kuek, MFTI 
Panelist 
President, South Sudanese Community Council of San 
Diego 

Born and raised in South Sudan, Dr. Kuek is the current presi-
dent of the South Sudanese Community Council of San Diego, 

the country director for the Relief Organization for South Sudan in the United States, and a 



visiting lecturer at several universities in California and Arizona. 

Dr. Kuek came to San Diego as a refugee in 1995 and has lived in the region since. 
He holds a doctorate degree in psychology, qualifying him as the first East African 
culturally competent therapist in San Diego County. He also holds a master’s 
degree in counseling and a baccalaureate degree in psychology. 

Currently Dr. Kuek is a marriage and family therapist intern at La Maestra Fam-
ily Health Centers while he pursues his licensed marriage and family therapist 
( LMFT ) credentials.

Special Acknowledgments



Discussion Points
1. In 2011, the Republic of South Sudan ( ROSS ) became the fifty-fourth 
country on continental Africa and the world’s newest nation. By all ac-
counts,  international par tners and the people of ROSS hoped and 
worked tirelessly to ensure that the young countr y would thrive.  
For discussion: the founding of ROSS. 

2. In 2013, civil unrest broke out in South Sudan. 
For discussion: ways in which this internal conflict impacted the people 
of ROSS and the international community. 

3. As of March 2017, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UN-
HCR) cites more than one million South Sudanese people are refugees, and 
the number  is projected to grow to more than two million by the end of 2017.  
For discussion: the refugee and humanitarian crisis unfolding in South 
Sudan and the impact it has on the people of ROSS, the East African 
region, and the global community.  

4. The international community has rallied around ROSS during both turbulent 
and jubilant times.  
For discussion: description of the international, national, and local 
responses to the unfolding crisis in ROSS. 

5. Since 1975, San Diego has a played a key role in refugee resettlement in California, 
the chief refugee resettlement state in the United States. Additionally, San Diego 
County is the largest refugee resettlement site in California. In February of this year, the 
City of San Diego proclaimed 2017 to be the Year of Solidarity with refugees in the city.  
For discussion: ways in which the San Diego host community as well 
as the South Sudanese diaspora can help relieve the refugee crisis in 
South Sudan.



Founded in 2001, Nile Sisters Developm
ent Initiative (NSDI) is a com

m
unity-based organization that provides vital services to refu-

gees and im
m

igrants and seeks to establish a well-integrated, productive, and vital refugee / im
m

igrant com
m

unity in San Diego 
County. The NSDI m

ission is to educate, support, and offer training to refugee and im
m

igrant wom
en and their fam

ilies to help 
them

 overcom
e barriers to social and econom

ic self-reliance. NSDI assists refugees and im
m

igrants to assim
ilate a new language, 

custom
s, and system

s that are inherent to the Am
erican way of life. 
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